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Years in the making, a collection of Cham manuscripts is ready for prime time in the Southeast Asia Digital
Library. Learn more via Zoom at 3 p.m. CDT Oct. 25 at this GETSEA-sponsored presentation. Details below.
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CSEAS associate Micah Morton in the field in the borderlands.

This week’s lecture: The changing world of the Akha
CSEAS associate Micah Morton, assistant professor of anthropology, will present “Reframing
the Borders of Belonging: Crypto-Nationalism in the Akha World of the Upper Mekong
Region” at noon CDT Oct. 29 in Campus Life 100 and via Zoom (registration required). In his
talk, Morton discusses the work of self-declared “Neo-Traditionalist” ethnic Akha elite based in
the Thai-Myanmar borderlands to promote a pan-Akha identity among roughly 730,000 ethnic
kin throughout the Upper Mekong region. For information on any CSEAS lecture, contact
Outreach Coordinator Rachael Skog at rskog@niu.edu or CSEAS at cseas@niu.edu.

A mobile team from the University of Humanities and Social Sciences in Ho Chi Minh City sets up to photograph
Cham materials at a village in Central Vietnam in 2014.

Conserving fragile history through digital preservation
The Southeast Asia Digital Library (SEADL), a project of the Committee on Research Materials
on Southeast Asia (CORMOSEA) that began with a federal grant in 2005, is a virtual Southeast
Asia treasure trove hosted by NIU Libraries. A digital archive of textual, still image, sound and
video resources, SEADL is a free resource for anyone studying or just interested in the region.
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For the past eight years, CSEAS associate and Southeast Asia Curator Hao Phan has been
laser-focused on finding and digitally preserving rare manuscripts of the Cham people in
Vietnam, the subject of an Oct. 25 Graduate Education and Training in Southeast Asia
(GETSEA) webinar via Zoom, “Cham Manuscripts from Vietnam: Access to Endangered
Manuscripts.” Phan received an initial grant from the British Library’s Endangered Archives
Programme in 2013 to survey Cham materials in Vietnam and set up logistics for eventually
digitizing them. After that, Phan received two grants in 2014 and 2017 to digitize the materials.
The 2014 grant (about $66,000) and the 2017 grant (about $65,000) allowed Phan to set up a
partnership with University of Social Sciences and Humanities in Ho Chi Minh City. In all, the
project has digitized 977 manuscripts for an archive totaling 57,826 pages/folios.
Since 2014, Phan has made several trips to Vietnam to shepherd the project from initial
fieldwork to librarian training.
The Cham people, who currently number about 179,000 in Vietnam, are a historically
important minority group from Central Vietnam and the Mekong Delta region. The materials
collected are fragile manuscripts still used as religious materials in many Cham villages. The
digitization teams included scholars and students from the University of Social Sciences and
Humanities who went to villages located in Central Vietnam to photograph the manuscripts
held by their original owners and communities. Besides digitizing the materials, the project
team also assisted manuscript owners in preserving the materials by providing archival boxes
and basic preservation knowledge to prevent damage in the future.
Work to digitize the images began after the teams returned to Ho Chi Minh City. “Before
the digitization started in 2014, I went to Vietnam with an archivist from NIU Libraries to run a
three-day workshop for about fifty local librarians on the subject of manuscripts preservation,
and also to train the team that would work on the manuscripts,” Phan said.
The resulting images are now fully accessible on the SEADL site. “These documents contain
valuable evidence of the Cham writing system, customs, linguistics and history,” Phan said. “By
digitizing the manuscripts, the project provides scholars worldwide online access to primary
research materials for Cham Studies, and helps preserve an important cultural heritage of Cham
people.”
Meanwhile work on expanding SEADL’s digital holdings continues. NIU Libraries recently
received a $610,000 grant from the Henry Luce Foundation for the Southeast Asia Digital
Library for four years, 2019 to 2023. The grant is part of $1.2 million Luce grant awarded to
CORMOSEA. Funds were used to hire a web developer and to add new content to the digital
library, which was established in 2005.

From left, four of NIU’s Karen students Nasay Beh, Wah Shee Htoo, Hser Eh Thaw Beh and Lay Mu. (Photo / NIU
Media Services)
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Oct. 28 Burmese refugee exhibit talk features NIU Karen students
Three NIU undergraduate students who have lived the refugee experience will talk about being
young adult children of Karen refugees at 5 p.m. CDT Oct. 28 at the NIU Art Museum where
the Center for Burma Studies exhibit, “The Art of Surviving: The Journey of Burmese Karen
Refugees in Illinois,” is on display through Nov. 12. The exhibit examines the Burmese Karen
refugee experience through recreations of home, glimpses of refugee camps, artifacts, textiles,
oral histories, and photographs. The students—Lay Mu (B.A. nursing), Pay Say (B.A.
accounting) and Sue Dar (B.A. human resources) —will offer their perspectives both in person
in 125 Altgeld Hall and online; seating is limited and masks are required. The exhibition will
become a traveling exhibit in 2022. For more details about the exhibit, which is free and open to
the public, see Sept. 14 article by Katrina J. E. Milton in the Midweek. Also, CSEAS friend
Michael Roe shared this video about Karen resettlement in Minnesota:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PpZl7ouWkzM

A student in Rahmi Aoyama’s Indonesian class practices making a batik pattern during a recent class. CSEAS
associate Aoyama is preparing her language students to enter an upcoming batik design competition sponsored
by the Indonesian consulate in Chicago.

Notes from all over
Alum Nay Yan Oo (M.A. political science, 2015) is a visiting fellow this year for Cornell
University’s Southeast Asia Program. After leaving NIU, Oo went on to earn a Master of Public
Policy degree from the University of Oxford, was a resident fellow at the Pacific Forum in
Hawai’i, and worked as a technical advisor for The Asia Foundation’s Governance Program in
Myanmar and as a program manager for the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom in
Yangon. The founding host of “Trends,” a political talk show in Myanmar, he ran for the
Myanmar Parliament in 2020 representing the People’s Party. ●●● Nearly 1,100 books from the
Donn V. Hart Southeast Asia Collection are now on the bookshelves at the library of Ateneo de
Zamboanga University in Mindanao, the Philippines. SEA curator Hao Phan sent the most
recent donation of 590 books in September. “These books are duplicates donated to the SEA
collection over the last several years, mostly by NIU faculty,” Phan said. “In 2019 we also sent
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about 500 books to the same university. Shipping was arranged and paid by a donor associated
with the university in the Philippines.” Most of the donated books were history, social science
and Filipiana volumes. In other library news, Phan said that CSEAS Director Judy Ledgerwood
has donated 20 posters produced in the 1990s in Cambodia to the collection, along with some
old maps of the country that will be digitized for the Southeast Asian Digital Library.

NIU Thai music instructor Chamni Sripraram will be both a director and performer of Thai Lao-Issan folk music,
central Thai court and Central Thai folk music at the Nov. 5 Showcase for Southeast Asian Performing Arts.

From wayang to gamelan, a night of SEA performing arts
Ever since last spring’s pandemic shutdown, CSEAS associate Jui-Ching Wang (School of
Music) looked toward rescheduling what was going to be a showcase of Southeast Asian
performing arts to celebrate NIU’s 125th anniversary year and mark NIU’s long history with
Southeast Asian studies. This free public event is now back on the calendar, set for Nov. 5, at 7
p.m. CDT in the Boutell Concert Hall. The 125th Anniversary Celebration Showcase of Southeast
Asian Performing Arts will feature wayang kulit puppetry by Jennifer Goodlander, Thai music
and dance, Javanese gamelan, Vietnamese guitar, and two world premiere percussion pieces. In
conjunction with the concert will be the opening reception at 6 p.m. for “Looking at Women in
Contemporary Burma,” an exhibit of Burmese contemporary art on display in the adjacent
Whitney Gallery through Dec. 10. The events are co-sponsored by CSEAS, the Center for Burma
Studies, the Office of Academic Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, the College of Visual and
Performing Arts, and the School of Music.

2020-21 Mandala online and in print
How did the CSEAS community spend the pandemic year? Virtual conferences, online classes,
virtual exhibits, online cultural events, and dealing with COVID-19 in SEA. Check out our take
on a year and a half like no other, plus faculty activities, student news, and alumni updates, in
the combined summer 2020-21 Mandala newsletter, now in print and online.

Save the dates: SEA Club trivia night, SEA showcase, COTS
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Through Oct. 31: Digital Thai comics exhibit through the Southeast Asia Collection at
Founders Library.
Through Nov. 12: “The Art of Surviving: The Journey of Burmese Karen Refugees in
Illinois” at the NIU Art Museum.
Oct. 26: Southeast Asia Club meeting and Southeast Asia Trivia night, 5 to 6 p.m., in
person in Holmes Student Center Room 405 and online via Microsoft Teams.
Oct. 28: “Huskie Refugees at NIU”: Three NIU students share their experiences as young
adult children of Burmese Karen refugees in online and in-person presentation at 5 p.m.,
125 Altgeld.
Nov. 5: 125th Anniversary Celebration Concert: Showcase of Southeast Asian Performing
Arts, 7 p.m. CST, Boutell Hall. Accompanied by “Looking at Women in Contemporary
Burma” exhibit, on display in the adjacent Whitney Gallery Sept. 30 to Dec. 10. Opening
reception at 6 p.m. before concert.
Nov. 12–13: Council on Thai Studies (COTS) virtual conference, hosted by Ohio
University.
Nov. 15–19: International Education Week.
Through May 14: Exhibit exploring nine textile-making practices from around the world
including Southeast Asia on display at the Pick Museum of Anthropology in Cole Hall.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday.

Latest Crossroads podcast: A Cambodian village across the decades
In the latest episode of Southeast Asia Crossroads, CSEAS Director
and anthropologist Judy Ledgerwood sits with host Eric Jones to talk
about her latest research and unprecedented study of one Cambodian
village through 60 tumultuous years. With 73 episodes, Southeast
Asia Crossroads’ following has grown to 50,000 listens since its 2016
debut with listeners in 100 countries; topics range from history and
politics to art and culture. Tune in also to Napalm in the Morning, an
exploration of films dealing with the Vietnam War.

Conferences, workshops, webinars
Conferences
 COTS 2021, Nov. 12–13: Council on Thai Studies annual meeting, Ohio University.
Virtual.
 2021 National Humanities Conference, Nov. 11–14, Detroit. See website.
 Modern Language Association Conference, Jan. 6–9, Washington. DC. Covering such
issues as big data and social media in Southeast Asia. See website.
 East-West Center International Graduate Student Conference, Feb. 17–20, virtual. See
website.
 Association of Asian Studies Conference, March 24–27, Honolulu. See website.
 Midwest Political Science Conference, April 7–10, Chicago IL and virtual. Call for
papers, roundtables and panel proposals. See website.

Money for study
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Library of Congress
 2022 Summer Fellowships: Virtual opportunity for undergraduate and graduate
students. May 23 to July 29, 2022. Exposure to broad spectrum of library projects.
Includes special project for Indonesian speakers: Winning Hearts and Minds: Malay and
Indonesian Titles. Deadline to apply: Nov. 8. See website. NEW
U.S. Department of State
 Critical Language Scholarships: Intensive summer 2022 language program in
Indonesian. Deadline to apply: Nov. 16. See website.
Council of American Overseas Research Centers
 Fellowships: For U.S. doctoral candidates and postdocs. Deadline to apply: Nov. 16.
See website.
U.S. Department of Defense
 Boren Awards: Intensive language study scholarships for undergraduates, fellowships
for graduate students. Deadline to apply for scholarships: Feb. 2. Deadline to apply for
fellowships: Jan. 26. See NIU Boren advisor Lauren Mock (lmock1@niu.edu) or the
Boren website.
Blakemore Foundation
 Blakemore-Freeman Fellowships: Awarded for one academic year of full-time intensive
language study of Asian languages, including Thai, Vietnamese, Indonesian, Khmer or
Burmese, in approved language programs in East or Southeast Asia. Applicants must be
U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Deadline to apply: Dec. 30. See website.
Center for Indonesian Policy Studies
 Visiting research fellowships: Opportunities for Indonesian and non-Indonesian
students completing their Indonesia-related doctorate and post-graduate theses to
conduct field research in Indonesia over 3-6 month period. No deadline to apply. See
website.
Rotary International
 Rotary Peace Fellowships: Fully paid fellowships for master’s degree (up to two years)
or professional development certificate studies (three months) offered through six
universities worldwide. See website.
Center for Indonesian Policy Studies
 Visiting research fellowships: Opportunities for Indonesian and non-Indonesian
students completing their Indonesia-related doctorate and post-graduate theses to
conduct field research in Indonesia over 3-6 month period. No deadline to apply. See
website.
ProFellow
 Dissertation Research Fellowships: Check the ProFellow website for 30 different
opportunities for dissertation research funding.

Careers
Japan Information Center
 Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program: Live and teach English for a year in
Japan. Deadline to apply: Nov. 12. See website.
SUNY-Cortland
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Assistant professor of Asian history: Southeast Asia specialty encouraged for full-time
tenure-track position. Application review begins Nov. 5. See job posting.
Rutgers University-New Brunswick
 Assistant global studies professor: Tenure-track position; regional and disciplinary
focus open but expert knowledge of one or more Asian country and language requires.
Deadline to apply: Dec. 31. See job posting.
U.S.-ASEAN Business Council
 Policy and research internships: Semester internships based in Washington, D.C.
Recent graduates encouraged to apply. For details, email internships@usasean.org. See
website.
Bridge to Success
 English Teachers in China: Ten-month- internships and jobs for English speakers with
bachelor’s degree minimum. See website.
Center for Strategic and International Studies
 Internships: Full- and part-time internships for undergraduates, advanced students and
recent graduates who are interested in gaining practical experience in public policy.
Based in Washington, DC. Rolling deadlines to apply. See website.
Eurasia Group
 See website for job opportunities.
Globaljobs.org
 Job/internship opportunities: Turn area studies into an internship or a career. See job
listings at NGOs, think tanks, government, and private-sector employers. See website.
Chinese Mutual Aid Association
 Interns: Pan-Asian social service organization accepting candidates for interns for
business development, grant writing and workforce development and outreach liaison
duties. Compensation in college credit. See website.
US Department of State
 Student internship program: Internship opportunities for undergraduate and graduate
students at Washington headquarters and US embassies, consulates and missions
worldwide. Explore postgraduate civil-service career paths as well. See program
website. Career opportunities: Internships and jobs posted regularly on website.
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
 Jobs listed under Opportunities tab of ASEAN website.
Devex: Do Good. Do It Well
 International aid and development jobs in 1,000 agencies, companies and NGOs in 100
countries. See website.
DevMetJOBS.org
 International development jobs and consulting opportunities. See website.
Hess International Educational Group
 Teach English across Asia: Taiwan-based organization offers free training, benefits, and
flex scheduling. See website.
Idealist.org
 Privately funded website offers searchable database of nonprofit international jobs and
volunteer opportunities. See website.
Learn How to Become
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Privately funded website offers searchable database of meaningful volunteer and
nonprofit career options and resources. See website.
ReliefWeb
 Specialized digital service of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs that posts jobs regularly. See website.
World Health Organization
 Global health agency in the United Nations system encourages online applications for
potential employment. See website.

The future calls
You can help keep Southeast Asian studies program at NIU going strong with your contribution through
the NIU Foundation. To contribute online, see How to Give and where indicated, specify the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies. If your employer matches your charitable donations, please take a moment to
fill out that form and double your contribution. We appreciate every gift. Thank you!
Persons with a disability who need assistance at any Center event may contact CSEAS at 815-753-1771. If you no
longer wish to receive this bulletin, reply to this e-mail with request to remove your name. Thank you.
Center for Southeast Asian Studies • 520 College View Court • Northern Illinois University • DeKalb, IL 60115 •
815-753-1771 (office) • 815-753-1776 (FAX) • cseas@niu.edu (e-mail) • www.cseas.niu.edu
Facebook • Twitter
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